Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union
between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British surgeon. Orphaned
by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance, bound
together by a preternatural connection and a shared fascination with
medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of
revolution. Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back
again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal,
medicine and ordinary miracles-and two brothers whose fates are
forever intertwined.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reading Guide

It’s 1893, and at the Chicago World’s Fair, Louis Comfort Tiffany makes
his debut with a luminous exhibition of innovative stained-glass
windows that he hopes will earn him a place on the international
artistic stage. But behind the scenes in his New York studio is the
freethinking Clara Driscoll, head of his women’s division, who
conceives of and designs nearly all of the iconic leaded-glass lamps for
which Tiffany will long be remembered. Never publicly acknowledged,
Clara struggles with her desire for artistic recognition and the
seemingly insurmountable challenges that she faces as a professional
woman. She also yearns for love and companionship, and is devoted in
different ways to five men, including Tiffany, who enforces a strict
policy: He does not employ married women. Ultimately, Clara must
decide what makes her happiest the professional world of her hands or
the personal world of her heart.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reading Guide

The second child of a scholarly, alcoholic father and an eccentric artist
mother discusses her family's nomadic upbringing from the Arizona
desert, to Las Vegas, to an Appalachian mining town, during which her
siblings and she fended for themselves while their parents
outmaneuvered bill collectors and the authorities.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reading Guide

In the small village of Edgecombe St. Mary in the English countryside
lives Major Ernest Pettigrew (retired), the unlikely hero of Helen
Simonson’s wondrous debut. Wry, courtly, opinionated, and
completely endearing, the Major leads a quiet life valuing the proper
things that Englishmen have lived by for generations: honor, duty,
decorum, and a properly brewed cup of tea. But then his brothers
death sparks an unexpected friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the
Pakistani shopkeeper from the village. Drawn together by their shared
love of literature and the loss of their spouses, the Major and Mrs. Ali
soon find their friendship blossoming into something more. But village
society insists on embracing him as the quintessential local and
regarding her as the permanent foreigner. Can their relationship
survive the risks one takes when pursuing happiness in the face of
culture and tradition?
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reader’s Guide

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a
poor Southern tobacco farmer, yet her cells--taken without her knowledge-became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first "immortal"
human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has
been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing
the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer and viruses; helped lead to
in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought
and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks is buried in an unmarked
grave. Her family did not learn of her "immortality" until more than twenty
years after her death, when scientists began using her husband and
children in research without informed consent. The
story of the Lacks family is inextricably connected to the dark
history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and
the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of--From
publisher description.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reading Guide

After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns
to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly
half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the
supply boat comes once a season, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving
wife, Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the
grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up
onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby.
Tom, who keeps meticulous records and whose moral principles have
withstood a horrific war, wants to report the man and infant immediately.
But Isabel insists the baby is a gift from God and against Tom’s judgment,
they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and
Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other people
in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback Books
1 Reading Guide

Dr. Marina Singh, a research scientist with a Minnesota pharmaceutical
company, is sent to the Amazon to find her former mentor, Dr. Annick
Swenson, who seems to have disappeared while working on a new drug.
No one knows where Dr. Swenson is, and the last person sent to find her
died before completing his mission. Plagued by trepidation, Marina
embarks on an odyssey in hopes of finding answers. Now in her
seventies, the uncompromising Dr. Swenson dominates her research
team and the natives with the force of an imperial ruler. But while she is
as threatening as anything the jungle has to offer, the greatest sacrifices
are those Dr. Swenson asks of herself, and will ultimately ask of Marina,
who finds she is still unable to live up to her teacher's expectations.
Replete with poison arrows, devouring snakes, and cannibals, State of
Wonder is a tale that leads you into the very heart of darkness, and then
shows what lies on the other side.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback books
1 Reading Guide

When a white servant girl violates the order of plantation society, she
unleashes a tragedy that exposes the worst and best in the people she
has come to call her family. Orphaned while onboard ship from Ireland,
seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the steps of a tobacco plantation where
she is to live and work with the slaves of the kitchen house. Under the
care of Belle, the master’s illegitimate daughter, Lavinia becomes deeply
bonded to her adopted family, though she is set apart from them by her
white skin. Eventually, Lavinia is accepted into the world of the big
house, where the master is absent and the mistress battles opium
addiction. Lavinia finds herself perilously straddling two very different
worlds. When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are brought into
question, dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives are put at risk. The
Kitchen House is a tragic story of page-turning suspense, exploring the
meaning of family, where love and loyalty prevail.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback Books
1 Reading Guide

Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an
encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior, a fervent love of stories, and
practices not only his native Hinduism, but also Christianity and Islam.
When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America
aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for
new homes. The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only
companions a hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard
Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but
Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard
Parker for 227 days lost at sea. When they finally reach the coast of
Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The
Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and
press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a
second story, a story much less fantastical, much more conventional -- but
is it more true?
Kit Contains
10 Paperback Books
1 Reading Guide
1 DVD

A poignant and inspirational love story set in Burma, The Art of Hearing
Heartbeats spans the decades between the 1950s and the present. When
a successful New York lawyer suddenly disappears without a trace,
neither his wife nor his daughter Julia has any idea where he might be
until they find a love letter he wrote many years ago, to a Burmese
woman they have never heard of. Intent on solving the mystery and
coming to terms with her father’s past, Julia decides to travel to the
village where the woman lived. There she uncovers a tale of
unimaginable hardship, resilience, and passion that will reaffirm the
reader’s belief in the power of love to move mountains.
Kit Contains
10 Paperback Books
1 Reading Guid

They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . .
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life, steady
boyfriend, close family who has barely been farther afield than their tiny
village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex-Master of the Universe
Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always
lived a huge life big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel and now he’s
pretty sure he cannot live the way he is.
Will is acerbic, moody, bossy but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves,
and soon his happiness means more to her than she expected. When she
learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that
life is still worth living.
A Love Story for this generation, Me Before You brings to life two people
who couldn’t have less in common a heartbreakingly romantic novel that
asks, What do you do when making the person you love happy also means
breaking your own heart?
Kit Contains
10 Paperback Books

